
Fifth Grade Quarter 4 
Reading Standards 

Reading Literature, Information, and Foundational Skills 
Students will: • Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

• Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently.

Vocabulary 

G
rade 

Cluster 

Standard 

Arizona's College and 
Career Ready Standards 

Explanations & Examples 
HUSD Support 

Materials & 
Resources 

5 RL 1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text.  (Q1-Q4) 

Students will be able to quote from the text to support their opinion or 
comprehension.  
Students may create lists of clues stated in the text to support their 
inference.  
Students may use graphic organizers to arrange clues, ideas and quotes 
with page numbers of the text. 

Literature Response 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 2 
 “Historical fiction” is a genre that takes place in the past but has a 
fictional character or fictional elements to it. As a class, we will compare 
and contrast various historical fiction stories. In order to prepare for 
class discussions, create a T-chart in your journal where you take notes 
about people, places, or events you believe are represented accurately, 
and people, places, or events you believe are fictional. Be sure to include 
in your notes the page number and book title for each example so you 
can refer back to the text. 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

5 RL 2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem 
from details in the text, including how 

The emphasis of this standard is employing strategies to analyze and 
apply knowledge of the structure and elements of literature. Theme is HUSD Support 
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characters in a story or drama respond to 
challenges or how the speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
(Q1-Q4) 

the overarching message or universal idea of the text. It is not bound by 
time or space and is generally true for all people throughout all time 
(e.g., it’s always better to work together, honesty is the best policy).  It 
requires thinking BEYOND the text; students will not be able to find the 
answer directly stated in the text. Strategies of inference need to be 
practiced. Inference is a guess or conclusion based on evidence, clues 
made by the author plus the reader’s own background knowledge. 
Teachers model the process of determining a theme by thinking aloud 
using a well-known story (e.g., Three Little Pigs: collaboration or working 
together brings success; The Boy Who Cried Wolf: honesty is the best 
policy). 

Teachers model summarizing from the text to support the theme of a 
story. The teacher may combine the key points in order to demonstrate 
generalized meaning or theme (a broader view).  
Students summarize text, incorporating explanation of the theme from 
their notes. 

Class Discussion 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 1 
Compare and contrast the presentation of a topic in two different 
formats, such as baseball in “Casey at the Bat,” Ernest Lawrence Thayer, 
to We are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball, Kadir Nelson, 
drawing on specific details from the text. Your teacher may ask you to 
write your own response on a sticky note, on a white board, or in your 
journal and share it with a partner before, or during, the class discussion. 

Materials & Resources 

5 RL 3 Compare and contrast two or more 
characters, settings, or events in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(e.g., how characters interact). (Q1-Q4) 

This standard asks for the student to examine key traits from a text and 
compare and contrast them. Use of a graphic organizer (e.g., Venn 
diagram or T-chart, may assist students to understand the complexities 
of the characters, settings and events through listing details.)  

Teachers provide graphic organizers, (e.g., T-chart, Venn diagram or 2-3 
columns) to assist in identifying and organizing story elements.  
Teachers provide various examples of comparisons between characters, 
setting or events to serve as a guide for students. (Compare the main 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

Rev. 7/2015Rev. 7/2015Rev. 7/2015Rev. 7/2015

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f5th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f5th%20Grade&Folder
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f5th%20Grade&Folder


characters in The Secret Garden, Frances Hodgson Burnett.) 

Literature Response 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 2 
In your journal, create a character map of the main character in the 
historical novel you are reading. Show how the character changes (or 
develops) over the course of the text. Compare your character with one 
chosen by a classmate. How are the characters similar? How are they 
different? 

5 RL 5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or 
stanzas fits together to provide the overall 
structure of a particular story, drama, or 
poem. (Q1-Q4) 

The emphasis of this standard is the structure of a story and how the 
structure is made up of separate parts. Students benefit from 
understanding the components of the story and plot such as the 
exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.  The 
combination of structural elements come together to create a final 
piece.  

Students create maps of the plot structure to outline the key events of 
the text. 
Students rearrange the events and put them back in order.  
Students diagram the plot of different selections using a graphic 
organizer to diagram the structures (e.g., Use the plot diagram to show 
exposition, rising action, climax, denouement, conclusion; flowchart to 
show event divisions in chapters). 

Literature Response 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 5 
Summarize each chapter of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis 
Carroll in your journal by answering the question, “What does Alice learn 
from her experiences in Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland?” Cite specific 
examples and/or mark the text with a sticky note to facilitate group 
discussion. 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

5 RL 10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poetry, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text 
complexity band independently and 

The range of reading may include: biographies and autobiographies; 
books about history, social studies, science, and the arts; technical text, 
including directions, forms, and information displayed in graphs, charts, 
or maps; and digital sources on a range of topics. A wide range of 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 
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proficiently. (Q3-Q4) reading will build background knowledge, vocabulary, and concepts.  
Students read grade-level material with appropriate rate (speed), 
accuracy (precision), and prosody (expression).   
Teachers assign reading from different types of text to include 
experience with rhythm, pacing, intonation, and expression relevant to 
the text.  

Students create journals with key vocabulary words or phrases. 
Students keep a reading log of the variety of literature. 
Students record their words correct per minute to monitor their fluency. 
Students log their multiple opportunities to read specific text (e.g., to a 
friend, to a parent). 
    

Class Discussion 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 6 
Be prepared to compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, 
or events across novels, drawing on specific information from the each 
novel. What did you learn about yourself from these characters? Your 
teacher may ask you to write a personal response to this last question on 
a sticky note or in your journal before the class discussion begins.  

5 RI 1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining 
what the text says explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text.  (Q2-Q4) 

Teachers will model think-alouds as they read to show students how to 
gather information from different parts of a text that will support an 
inference. 

If students read facts about sea turtles laying numerous eggs plus the 
number of predators and dangers young turtles face, they would infer 
that a percentage of the offspring possibly will not survive to adulthood. 
Students will quote or paraphrase the portions of text that led them to 
the inference. 

Students use graphic organizers (main topic and supporting facts) to 
assist them as they take notes.  

Bio-poem 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 
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Example: Grade 5 Unit 1 
Read all you can about a favorite sports hero, author, poet, illustrator, 
artist, or musician. Make a chart in your journal that includes the 
following information: 
• Name of your person
• Where he/she lived
• When he/she lived
• What did he/she do that made him/her famous?
• What are some additional facts you found interesting?
After finishing this research, create a bio-poem based on the person you 
chose. Make sure you can explain why you chose the words you put into 
the bio-poem, and create a digital presentation of both. 

5 RI 2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text 
and explain how they are supported by key 
details; summarize the text. (Q2-Q4) 

The emphasis of this standard is on identifying main ideas and the 
supporting details that go with them. Students will recognize that there 
can be multiple important ideas in the text. A summary will include the 
main ideas and details and facts that support them.  
Students use graphic organizers (e.g., web, flowcharts, timelines) to 
assist in arranging details supporting main ideas. 
Students highlight ideas in one color and supporting facts in another 
color. 

Students retell the topic using information from their notes/graphic 
organizer. 

Famous Scientists Graphic Organizer 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 1 
Since you and your classmates are reading and researching about 
different scientists, keep track of information, in similar categories to 
those listed above, in your journal. During class discussions, we will 
share our research and create a class chart together. 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

5 RI 3 Explain the relationships or interactions 
between two or more individuals, events, 
ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text based on specific information in 
the text. (Q2-Q4) 

Students will be able explain and summarize, as well as draw conclusions 
based on the reading. Students will have many opportunities to describe 
cause and effects and the significance of events and the resulting 
outcome. 

In American History, students read about the Tea Act and the Stamp Act 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 
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when learning about the events leading to the American Revolution.  
The students describe the significance of the events and how they are 
related based on their reading. 
Students use graphic organizers (two-column notes, outlining, T-chart, 
web) to visually explain the relationship or interactions. 

Research Project/Multimedia Presentation 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 2 
Using the internet, biographies, and an encyclopedia, read all you can 
about an inventor, either one we’ve read about together or another of 
interest (such as Christiaan Huygens, the inventor of the pendulum 
clock). As a class, we will create a timeline of the inventors we’ve studied 
in order to understand where each inventor “lived” chronologically in 
history. Finally, write a short informative/explanatory piece about an 
inventor of choice that answers the question “How do innovators and 
inventors build on what has come before them?” Publish it and present 
it in a multimedia format to the class, or create a podcast and upload it 
to the class webpage. 

5 RI 4 Determine the meaning of general academic 
and domain-specific words and phrases in a 
text relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject 
area. (Q2-Q4) 

Students keep word journals or records for easy reference. 
Students complete vocabulary graphic organizers that include non-
linguistic representations (drawings).  

Model the use of context clues to determine the meaning of a word or 
phrase by: 
• Looking at the illustration or graph.
• Using background knowledge regarding the subject.
• Looking at the sentence before and after to help build meaning.
• Using morphology, affixes, Greek & Latin roots to derive meaning.

Informational Text Graphic Organizer 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 2 
As a class, we will keep a chart about the creative and inventive people 
we have read about; the chart will include the following information: 
• Name of your person
• Where he/she lived

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 
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• When he/she lived
• What did he/she do that made him/her famous?
• What are some additional facts you found interesting?
• What adjectives would you use to describe this person? Why?
Your teacher may ask you to write your own responses on a sticky note, 
on a white board, or in your journal and share it with a partner before 
each section of the class chart is filled in. Be sure to include page 
numbers and the title of the book so you can refer back to the text if 
needed. 

5 RI 6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same event 
or topic, noting important similarities and 
differences in the point of view they 
represent. 

Students will need experiences with texts with the same topic told from 
different points of view. Use of graphic organizers such as Venn 
diagrams may support comparing and contrasting.  

Students analyze historical information provided by primary and 
secondary sources. This may include the diaries of two generals (primary 
sources) and a textbook account (secondary source) of a battle. This 
would represent similarities as well as, differences in point of view.  

Word Study 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 1 
As an individual and as a class, keep an index card file of words and 
phrases learned from the stories and poems in this unit, especially 
homonyms (i.e., sea, sea; to, two, too, etc.) and homophones, (i.e., 
weather, whether). Keeping the words on index cards will help you when 
we sort words by prefix, suffix, root words, meaning, spelling feature, 
etc. (Note: This will be an ongoing activity all year long.) 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

5 RI 8 Explain how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a text, 
identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point(s). (Q3-Q4) 

This standard focuses on the techniques that an author uses in 
informational text. The author may give background information about 
causes of an event (reasons) as well as the concrete facts (evidence) 
surrounding the event. 
Students list reasons and evidence from the text and explain how the 
evidence supports the author’s point. 
Students complete graphic organizers (e.g., webs, cause & effect, T-
chart) to visually organize concepts and show relationships. 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 
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Informational Text Response 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 5 
After reading My Librarian is a Camel by Margriet Ruurs, has your 
perspective about the school library and access to library books 
changed? What are some ways that the author influenced your thinking? 
Cite specific examples from the text during class discussion. In your 
journal, write a response to this question: “What did you learn from this 
text?” 

5 RI 9 Integrate information from several texts on 
the same topic in order to write or speak 
about the subject knowledgeably. (Q3-Q4) 

Prior to reading information from several sources on the same topic, 
students should anticipate categories of information through which to 
organize their thinking while reading the texts.  Students combine the 
information to demonstrate deeper knowledge of the topic. This 
information could be used in the creation of research reports. 
Teachers provide students the topic(s) to choose from and a variety of 
resources from which they may develop into research (e.g., 
conservation, recycling, “What Difference Can One Family Make?”). 
Students integrate the information into a single report. 
Students use Social Studies Standards (e.g., Strand 1 American History, 
Strand 2 World History, Strand 4 Geography) or Science to select 
appropriate topics.  

Class Discussion 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 1 
How are the scientists we’ve read about similar? How are they different? 
How and why do scientists “play”? 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

5 RI 10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
informational texts, including history/social 
studies, science, and technical texts, at the 
high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently. (Q2-Q4) 

The range of reading may include: biographies and autobiographies; 
books about history, social studies, science and the arts; technical text, 
including directions, forms, and information displayed in graphs, charts, 
or maps; and digital sources on a range of topics. A wide range of 
reading will build background knowledge, vocabulary and concepts.  
Students create journals with key vocabulary words or phrases. 
Students keep a reading log of the variety of informational text. 

Research Project/Presentation 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 6 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 
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Part of “coming of age” means moving into adulthood and getting a job. 
Read informational text about people who followed their interests and 
turned them into careers, such as Lisa Dabek in Quest for the Tree 
Kangaroo by Sy Montgomery. What challenges did they encounter as 
part of their work? Conduct research about what steps you need to take 
to be ready for the profession(s) in which you are interested. Include 
visual displays in your presentation, as appropriate. Share your findings 
with the class. 

5 RF 3a Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 
(a.) Use combined knowledge of all letter-
sound correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morphology (e.g., roots and 
affixes) to read accurately unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words in context and out of 
context.  (Q1-Q4) 

Students sort prefixes and suffixes with common base and root words. 
Students create words based on meaning (e.g., It was not opened, it was 
unopened. It was not zipped, it was unzipped).  
Students segment multi-syllabic words into syllable types. 
Students highlight prefixes, inflectional and derivational suffixes in a 
passage. 

Dramatization/Fluency 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 1 
Choose a poem, such as one from the anthology Joyful Noise by Paul 
Fleischman and Eric Beddows, to recite with a classmate. After the 
performance, discuss specific passages and poetic elements that made 
the poem come alive. 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

5 RF 4abc Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 
(a) Read grade-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 
(b) Read grade-level prose and poetry orally 
with accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings. 
(c) Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. (Q1-Q4) 

Literature Response 
Example: Grade 5 Unit 4 
While reading a story, such as Bull Run by Paul Fleishman, keep an 
ongoing list of words to describe the main character(s). Mark the text 
with sticky notes and write the adjectives on the notes. After finishing 
the book, you will be asked to choose the best adjectives that describe 
the character’s internal responses and external behaviors in response to 
conflicts experienced. 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 
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